Prof. Harald Tscherne ( Fig. 1 ) was born in 1933 in Graz, Austria, the youngest of seven children. He trained under Prof. Maurice Müller and subsequently worked in the surgery department at the University of Graz. In 1970, he became the director of the trauma department of the newly founded Medical Graduate School of Hannover (Medizinische Hochschule Hannover) [1] . As the director, Prof. Tscherne established teams of healthcare professionals within the hospital to ensure continuity of care. His insight in trauma care led to the creation of external rescue teams with ambulance and helicopter services. In time, Prof. Tscherne established one of the world's premiere trauma centers, with large numbers of peers and visitors learning not only specific techniques of care, but also the system of care. According to Haas and Südkamp [1] , 48 of his former trainees became directors of other clinics. PubMed 1 currently lists 448 articles with hundreds of coauthors. He has been an author or editor of 24 textbooks.
In 1979, Prof. Tscherne served as president of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Unfallchirurgie (German Trauma Association) and in 2000 as president of the European Society for Trauma and Emergency Surgery. He is a corresponding member of the Orthopaedic Trauma Association (United States) and an honorary member of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Osteosynthesefragen (AO Foundation).
Prof. Tscherne trained a number of orthopaedic surgeons who have richly contributed to the literature on musculoskeletal trauma, including Hans-Christoph Pape, professor in the Department of Orthopaedic Trauma at the University of Aachen Medical Center and Christian Krettek, director of the Department of Trauma Surgery at the Medical Graduate School of Hannover (Fig. 2) . This month's symposium is dedicated to Prof. Tscherne. For The Classic, we published a translation of one of his Prof. Tscherne recognized the importance of the prehospital treatment of these patients to save additional lives, and outlined a scheme for systematic care. While we might take these steps for granted today, systematic care of the seriously injured was not routine at the time: most articles focused on hospital or post-hospital care.
It is difficult to overestimate the role Prof. Tscherne played in major improvements to the care of trauma patients, from pre-hospital care and transport, to emergency care, to definitive care, and rehabilitation. Owing in part to the many people who trained with him or came under his influence, these improvements have been introduced worldwide. Countless patients have survived lifeand limb-threatening injuries because of the systems Prof. Tscherne instituted and the methods he developed. Those patients and trauma surgeons everywhere owe him a debt of gratitude.
